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Wuen churches and other saslesatioal dies fefiee. 
or neglect to discipline the open sinner, notwithstanding 


admonition and remonstrance, when they continue to re- 
cognize one who lives in rebellion against God as a true 


| example of christian character, and a worthy member of 


the church of Christ, ought Christians who perceive this 


: approval of sin, and who have labored against it in vain, 

_ to withdraw themselves from such bodies, and the sinners 
whom they countenance? Is this a proper method of 

reform, or such an act of discipline as the Scriptures com- 
_ mand; and in the case of benevolent associations which 


give a similar countenance to sin, ought those who per- 


- ceive and acknowledge this wrong, to withdraw their 
“Support? 


‘These questions are now agitating the minds of Chris- 


tians, more widely and deeply than any other, and there 
ean be no quiet in our American Zion, until they are 
-ealmly answered. No cry of fanaticism or self-righteous- 
. ness, or heresy, or schism, will avail to stifle inquiry; no 


dogmatism of any in high places, nor authority of eccle- 
siastical’ courts, can prevent this anxious and ‘solemn 


questioning concerning duty, which is going on among 
us. The decision of these questions involves the consi-: 
—deration of principles, which are radical and essential, 


though easily understood and applied. Some of these 


_ principles it is the object of the writer to present, in the : 
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hope that by the blessing of the Head of the Church, | 
some light, may be. thrown. upQne perce. subject, 
and hispatqe. De ‘hus tlyanced. They fill perhaps ap- 
pear more clearly | if _presented i in ‘answer to certain ques- 
tions, of which the-folldwing is the’ first: 

WHat Is A Curistran? BO 

Whatigite: ‘the: :charackeristics: by, which be thay be cer- 
tainly kilowns‘artd Which di&tinguish him’ ffom all others ? 
If we can ascertain what a Christian really is, we may 
also determine the position which he should assume, the 
relation which he should sustain to others, and the duties 
which he should perform. The word Christian is a ge- 
neric term, used to describe a class of persons who are 
supposed to possess the characteristics of the common 
head or type of their class, which Head is Jesus Christ. 
A Ghristian, then, is a Christ-one, a Christ-man, one who 
has the characteristic nature of Jesus, in its hitman 
aspect, who corresponds to that model, and who is guided 
by his principles and example. 

Let us then consider Jesus Christ, not now in his 
divine character, but as the model man, the christian 
type, the head and perfect exemplar of the christian 
class; to whose characteristics all must correspond who 
may justly bear the christian name, because the indivi- 
duals of every race present, necessarily, the distinguish- 
ing features of their head. All who are entitled to the 
name Man, follow in their nature, Adam, their head; and 
all who properly assume the name Christian, must like- 
wise follow Christ thezr head, the first-born, and model 
of the new spiritual family. 

picts then, he was ‘‘The Christ,’? <‘The Anointed 
One.”’ Anointing was a rite by which an individual was 
set Spake for, A entirely consecrated unto, a particular 
work,—as for instance, a king or magistrate, unto the — 


SEPARATION FROM SIN AND SINNERS. 3 


work of his office; the oil signifying the grace and wis- 
dom which God was supposed to bestow upon the soul to 
fit it for the station. 

Christ is the Anointed of God. By an unction from the 
Holy Spirit; he was set apart from every other work, and 
consecrated entirely unto the one great purpose of his 
life. Christ was begotten by the overshadowing of the 
Holy Ghost, and not by the will of the flesh; and so also 
all Christians are ‘‘born from above,”’ ‘‘not of blood nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God.”’ Thus spiritually begotten, the whole family in 
Jesus follow him, in their origin and birth, bearing the 
characteristics of the second Adam, ‘*The Lord from 
Heaven,” and are, therefore, spiritual, and not carnal. 
The Scripture thus divides the world into two classes, the 
spiritual and the carnal, distinct from and opposed in 
character to each other, presenting, respectively, the cha- 
racteristics of their head; one following Adam, Adam- 
men, carnal; the other Christ-ones, bearing the spiritual 
image of the head of the spiritual family. ‘The first 
man is of the earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord 
from Heaven. As is the earthy, such are they also which 
are earthy; and as is the heavenly, such are they also 
that are heavenly.’’ Here the two families are completely 
separated, and the fact of the spiritual nature is made 
the ground of expectation for the spiritual body in the 
coming resurrection. To these characteristics of J esus 
Christ, Paul adds another, in the 7th chap. of Heb., viz: 
that he was “‘separate from sinners.” 

We find, then, in the Word of God, the following 
among the characteristics of Christ, our head and model. 
He was spiritually born, anointed by the Holy Spirit; en- 
tirely set apart by this anointing, and consecrated unto 


4 SEPARATION FROM SIN AND SINNERS. 


his work; and it is added, that he held himself ‘‘ separate 
From sinners.’’ 

It has also been shown from the Scriptures, that all 
who may justly be called Christians, are like Christ, spi- 
ritually born, like him anointed by the Spirit, (<‘ye have an 
unction from the Holy One,’’) like him are set wholly apart 
and consecrated to holy purposes, like him, are spiritual 
in distinction from the carnal; are not merely men, like 
Adam, but spiritual men, like Christ. Like him they 
should, therefore, hold themselves ‘separate from sin- 
ners,’’ as spiritual, having no fellowship with the carnal. 
The Scriptures elsewhere present the same idea, when 
they represent Christians as a ‘‘holy’’ (or consecrated) 
nation, a ‘‘ peculiar people,’’ or ‘‘ people for a possession,” 
God’s own. The essential idea of a Christian, then, is 
of one, who being distinct in nature from the carnal 
world, should also come out and be ‘“‘separate from sin- 
ners,’ in his practice and his spiritual relations, ‘‘ having 
no fellowship’? with iniquity. Consequently, the idea of 
“‘secession’’ from sinners, of a separation between those 
who serve God, and those who serve him not, of a 
‘coming out from among them,’’ is inseparable from our 
conception of a Christian,—and one who does not sepa- 
rate himself from iniquity, but who sanctions sin and en- 
courages sinners, by maintaiing with them connection, 
fellowship, and communion, does not answer to the Bible’s 
description of a Christ-man, because in these things he 
neither exhibits Christ’s spirit, nor follows his example. — 

Let us now endeavor to obtain the true scriptural idea 
of the Church of Christ; not of human organizations, or 
societies, but the Church of Jesus. It must be composed 
of course, only of those who are the Christ-ones, Christ- 
ians—and the Greek word truly expresses its actual cha- 
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racter,—it signifies the body of those ‘called out,’’ ‘‘se- 
parated”’ from one calling, and consecrated to another, an 
assembly, or body, or society, of the ‘‘separated ones.’’ 

The fundamental idea, then, in the constitution of the 
church is that of a body ‘called out,’’ and separate from 
the world and sinners. 

Christians are not permitted to remain in worldly con- 
nections and relations wethout separation, in order that the 
world might ¢hus be reformed; but they are called out, 
and organized into a separate body, that the world may 
thus be reproved by the contrast of position, as well as of 
practice and character. This coming out from among 
them, this separate position, this standing apart, in order 
to reflect back the power of both example and truth, is the 
essential idea in the organization of the Church of Christ, 
and the constant endeavor of the visible church should be 
to bring itself into agreement with its scriptural model. 
This, then, is the mind of God in regard to a true method 
of church growth and reform, and is the exact opposite 
of one now strongly and perseveringly urged, that Christ- 
ians should remain in connection with sinners, and sinning 
bodies, in order to reform them. God calls his people 
out, and sets them apart, a holy and peculiar people, 
a separated body, to testify unto the excellency of 
holiness, by their contrasted example, and he who adopts 
the contrary theory and practice, has either not consi- 
dered, or has rejected the wisdom of God. 

The principle thus set forth in the Bible, and acted 
upon by God, in the constitution of the church, is of 
course, of universal application. It has as strict a refe- 
rence to sinners in church organizations, as to the sinners 
of the world. From sinners, wherever found, the Christ- 
ian is to withdraw himself, to come out and be separate. 
And here an important distinction should be made, and 
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continually remembered, between the true Church of 
Christ, and merely human ecclesiastical societies, of 
whatever name or nature. These are not the Church. 
They embrace, doubtless, within their organizations, the 
great majority of the members of the body of Jesus, but. 
they, nevertheless, are not that body. The alarming cry 
of schism, which has been raised against such as feel 
bound to separate from corrupt ecclesiastical bodies, is 
based upon the Popish assumption that the external orga- 
nization of the society is the same as the invisible church, 
the true body of Christ. The idea is essentially that of the 
Romish Church, it contradicts the central thought of 
Protestantism upon this point, and is the quick root of 
spiritual despotism. . 

A man by no means separates himself from the body 
and members of Jesus, by withdrawing from a corrupt 
body, and connecting himself with one more pure, but he 
is truly guilty of schism, if he knowingly remains in con- 
nection with a body of sinners, and in separation from the 
real members of Christ. 

But has the great Head of the Church acted uni- 
formly upon this idea of separation, in the administration 
of his government? ‘This is a proper and important in- - 
quiry, and should be candidly met. 

In the very first transaction of earth, bearing upon this 
point, Jehovah, himself, was the Judge, and manifested 
his opinion. Abel and Cain stood before him as repre- 
sentatives of the church and the world, the Christian and 
the sinner, the man of faith, and the unbeliever. The 
Son of God, himself the arbiter, refused communion to 
the sinner, and rejected his gift. The sinner was de- 
nied the privilege of communion with Christ; the sepa- 
rating line was drawn by the hand of the Saviour him- 
self—in this earliest, and perhaps the most imposing 
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manifestation of his will, he separated, between the 
church and the world, the saint and the sinner; he ad- 
mitted not the latter to the privileges of the child of 
God. 3 

For the same reason, the antediluvian church was held 
apart from the world. The sons of God and the children 
of men, held not communion with each other. So soon 
as the principle of separation was abandoned, and the 
children of God held fellowship with sinners, with un- 
fruitful works of darkness, universal corruption followed 
swiftly, the church was almost extinguished, and the 
world was destroyed. The separating waters of the 
flood, and the gulf of the bottomless pit were placed be- 
tween sinners and the people of God. 

Again, when the dispensation next after the flood, was 
fallmg into corruption and decay, and God determined to 
organize his church anew, he permitted not the faithful to 
ramain among the corrupt in order to their reformation, 
but called out Abram from his country, separated him 
from his kindred, and constituted a church ‘apart, outside 
of the world’s corrupt society. Through all the history 
of this Jewish Church, the most stringent provisions were 
enforced, for keeping God’s people separate and peculiar, 
a holy, consecrated nation; and they were immediately 
corrupted so soon as they had fellowship with ‘‘unfruitful 
works of darkness,’? and held communion with the 
heathen sinners around them. This national church in its 
national separation from the world around, was designed 
to teach separation from sinners, and holiness in the 
Church of Christ. 

But did Jesus himself act upon this principle of sepa- 
ration, of coming out, and forming a new organization, 
when the old body becomes corrupt? Certainly he did, 
and in the most emphatic manner. Following the direc- 
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tions for discipline which he himself laid down for his 
followers, he came to his people, his church, and told 
them, personally, of their fault, and warned them to re- 
pent. During the time of his earthly ministry, he con- 
tinued to repeat his instructions and warnings; remaining 
with them until the experiment was fully made, until he 
saw that reformation was hopeless, and then calling about 
him his few faithful followers, he observed, for the last 
time, the rites of the Jewish Church, and after the de- 
parture of Judas, instituted the new church, in the obsery- 
ance of the Supper, the christian rite, and thus separated 
himself and his disciples from the corrupt church of their 
fathers, and abandoned it to its fate. | 

This one act, so solemn and significant, an act of wilh- 
drawal, secession, and new organization, should be h tld 
as decisive of this whole question; an example whith 
should determine our own course, as we desire to respect 
his rules, and be governed by his example. 

From the moment of the institution of the Supper, 
Jesus was no longer merely a Jew, but, officially, the 
Head and Bishop of the Christian Church.” There was 
secession from a corrupt and sinning body, and the enter- 
ing into a new organization. Upon the supposition th 
the argument thus far is correct, we should expect tha 
the teachings of the Apostles to the infant churches, 
would correspond to the theory and facts which have | 
been stated. Is not this the case, and so clearly that it 
requires an effort to avoid the conclusion ? 

The idea of a broad, clear line of distinction between 
the church and the world, of the church as a body sepa- 
rate, holy, and peculiar, is presented in the clearest and 
most eect language: “Ye are a holy nation, a pecu- 
liar people.” The object of Christ is declared to be that 
he ‘might purify to himself a peculiar people,” and all 
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the commandments necessary for the preservation of this 
purity, and this separate and consecrated state, are 
abundantly set forth. 

«“Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from 
every brother that walketh disorderly.”’ In the same 
chapter he speaks of a man thus withdrawn from, as a 
‘‘brother,”’ though a sinning one, and the withdrawing is 
therefore an act of discipline, done in order that he may 
_ be ashamed, that is, may repent. In the First Epistle to 
the Corinthians, Paul exhorts to the discipline and sepa- 
ration of an offender from the church, because the leaven 
of iniquity in a church, will ultimately destroy the whole. 
«‘A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.’’ He declares 
that the church must be a “‘new lump,”’ “‘unleavened’’ 
with any iniquity. He designates classes of sinners with 
whom, especially, no fellowship or communion should be 
had, and names among others ‘‘fornicators, the covetous, 
and extortioners.’” Now, when a church protects such 
sins, by her influence, or admits such sinners to her mem- 
bership, we live in momentary disobedience of a plain 
command, until a separation has been made between us. 
If we have no power to bring the offenders to punish- 
ment, if ‘after long remonstrance, the church throws still 
around them her protecting arms, Paul presents the other 
plain alternative, ‘‘from such withdraw thyself.”’ 

“‘Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers 
of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.’ 
This is the language of God, concerning a corrupt orga- 
nization, and is the assertion of a general principle, in 
application to a particular case. ‘‘ Therefore come out from 
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean thing,”’ is simply a repetition of the 
same idea. In perfect petcenent with the essential idea 
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of a Christian, and the christian church, with the pre- 
cepts of Jesus, and his method of government, the idea 
of separation, of withdrawing from sin and sinners, 
wherever found, and of new organizations apart from, 
and outside of the old and corrupt, is the history of the 
church from the Apostles to Luther, and the three great 
reform movements of modern times. During the down- 
ward progress of the Church of Rome, the light and salt 
of the earth were not preserved by those who remained 
in her foul embrace, but by the dissenting and protesting 
bodies, that came out and separated themselves from, her, 
and nourished apart that sacred life which God thus pre- 
served until the hour of the great reformation. Here it 
should be remarked that it matters nothing whether the 
leaders of these later reforms saw their own way clearly | 
or not; whether they remained with, or separated from, 
the old bodies, marks only their individual opinion; while 
the mind of Christ, himself, is clearly indicated by the 
spirit and sweep of the movement, and the goal which it 
finally reached. What then was the tendency of the re- 
formation under Luther, as it was guided by the hand of 
Jesus? Clearly outward from the church then existing, 
and to anew and better organization, as a separate protesting 
church. This was God’s method of reformation. So 
was it with the great reform under the Wesleys. That 
they remained in connection with the English Church, 
proves nothing but the power of education, and habit, 
and association, over them, while the direct and swift sweep 
of the whole into a separate and new organization reveals 
full clearly the mind of the Spirit himself, under whose 
guidance it was. | 

The same may be said of the Puritan rafeeiecs The 
Puritans came out, and has God seemed to frown on the 
separation? The Protestant church, separate from Rome, 
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the Methodist Church outside of the Church of England, 
and the various other dissenting bodies, all reveal the 
method of reform, which has been pursued by the Head 
of the Church, from the beginning to the present 
time. 

In entire accordance, therefore, with all which has been 
presented, showing at every step, the teachings of Scrip- 
ture, and the mind of Christ, and following the exact 
principle of his own revealed method of reform, is this 
movement now going on around us, gathering, hourly, 
breadth and strength, in which churches and individuals 
are withdrawing, not from dhe Church of Christ, but from 
associations, which they deem corrupt, and obeying the 
Saviour’s command, in entering into new organizations, 
which repudiate the open iniquity that they discover in 
their old connections. — 

Individual and organic purity, separation from sin and 
sinners, whether in churches or in the world, these are 
the unvarying teachings of the Bible, and this separation 
is to be effected both for our own security, and as an act 
of discipline toward those who perseveringly offend—that, 
in the language of Paul, ‘‘they may be ashamed,”’ by the 
power of christian rebuke. 

Intimately connected with the subject, is the stern law 
of associate responsibility, so clearly insisted upon, and 
so fearfully exemplified in the Word of God. Such is the 
constitution of God’s moral government, that every orga- 
nized body of men is treated as a unit, as one whole, so 
that the whole is affected by the conduct of one, and each 
member is involved in the consequence of the wrong 
action of the body to which he belongs. Instead of the 
doctrine of organic sin, for which no one in particular is 
responsible, the Word of God teaches with perfect dis- 
tinctness, that every individual is responsible for the sin 
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of the body of which he forms a part, the partnership of 
which he is a member. 

This law is so clearly set forth in the case of Achan, 
that there can be no mistake, and it should be remem- 
bered, that one case solemnly judged by God, himself, is 
perfectly decisive of all. The children of Israel formed 
an organized society, a political partnership, or associa- 
tion, of which each individual was a member. Achan, 
being a citizen of the commonwealth, was a member of 
the corporate body. He alone sinned against God, with- 
out the consent, or even knowledge of his fellow citizens. 
Yet as members together of one body, all were held re- 
sponsible. Achan alone transgressed, yet the language 
of God is, <‘The children of Israel committed a tres- 
pass,’’ ‘‘Israel hath sinned,’’ ‘‘they have transgressed my 
eovenant,’’ ‘‘they have taken of the accursed thing,’ ” they 
were accursed. ‘There is an accursed thing in thé midst 
of thee, O Israel; thow canst not stand.’? All Israel was 
united to Achan by the organic tie which bound them 
into one community, and by this they were inseparably 
linked to the consequences of his crime. It was not with 
them a personal, but an organic sin; yet on account of it, 
Israel was deprived of strength, and the help of God. 
They were defeated and smitten by their enemies, and each 
individual, moreover, was a personal sufferer, on account - 
of the national sin. This is a case involving the very 
principles that must decide the question of — 
from fellowship with sinners now. 

It has been adjudicated by the Supreme Judge of all, 
in a court from whose decision there is no appeal, and it 
furnishes, upon the authority of God, himself, an unan- 
swerable reply to the assertion that aman may innocently 
remain in connexion with a sinning body, if he, himself, 
protests against that wrong. God has decided otherwise. 
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He has declared that responsibility is not thus to be shaken 
off, and orders a complete separation as the only condi- 
tion of safety. Frequent attempts have been made to 
turn aside the force of this argument by ridicule, and by 
declaring that one who adopts such ideas, should at once 
flee his country, in order to avoid the responsibility of our 
national sins. 

Such writers and speakers would do well to consider, 
first of all, that their ridicule is aimed against God, him- 
self, for this case, and these principles are so unequivo- 
eally stated upon the holy record, that there can be no 
mistake. There they stand, plainly set forth, written by 
the finger of Jehovah, and they who speak of the ab- 
surdity of such reasoning, charge folly upon God. Every 
citizen of this country, whatever his opinions or condition 
may be, is responsible for, and a sufferer by, our national 
transgressions, and if he personally approves and sanc- 
tions any wickedness which the government has wrought, 
he has made that sin his own, and has added personal 
guilt to public responsibility. | 

There are thousands of Christians in this country, who 
have not only not sanctioned, but have earnestly protested 
against all the enormities, and the very existence of sla- 
very, and yet each one of them has suffered from all its 
wrongs, from the expenses of its wars, from the general 
demoralization of our people, the increase of crime and 
infidelity, the weakening of religious influence, the with- 
drawal of the Holy Shit, and the lethargy tioninn has 
fallen upon the churches. 

When that hour, now delayed in the long suffering of 
God, shall finally come, as come it must, without na- 
tional repentance, when a just God shall arise to make 
inquisition for blood on American soil, and shall render 
retribution for all the wrongs, the agony, and tears of the 
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slave, and the Righteous Judge shall mete back to our 
nation the measure it has meted to the defenceless vic- 
tims of its cupidity, the wave of vengeance will not turn 
aside, unless by special interposition, even from the anti- 
slavery Christian’s dwelling. It will be the hourof na- 
tional calamity, of whose cup of bitterness and wrath 
each citizen of the wrong-doing nation, must, in measure, 
partake, through the stern law of associate responsibility. 
This law is a part of the constitution of the universe, nor 
does the history of the world, nor do the pages of God’s 
word afford one solitary example where it has not been 
enforced. 

The same law of organic connexion, and consequent 
responsibility, is set forth with equal clearness in the New 
Testament. ‘‘So we being many are one body in Christ, 
and every one members one of another,’’ and the conse- 
quence of this organic life is stated by the same apostle, 
in another epistle, viz, thus: ‘‘If one member suffer, all 
the members suffer with it,” and from necessity, therefore, 
as in the case of Achan, if one member sin, all are ex- 
posed, all are involved. 

We are now prepared for an application of these prin- 
ciples, to the questions which were proposed in the 
beginning, concerning the duty of withdrawing from 
churches, and other organizations which sanction iniquity 
or shield it from merited rebuke. The argument is, of 
course, addressed to those who acknowledge slave-holding 
to be asin. By slaveholding, moreover, is meant, not a 
mere abstract or impossible relation, but that very system 
which disgraces and troubles our country, in its actual 
practical workings and developments. We are not 
allowed to plead ignorance longer, in regard to the true 
character of this institution. Facts almost too shocking 
for recital, multiply daily, and force themselves upon our 
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attention. The veil has been withdrawn that shrouded 
the secrets of that terrible southern prison house, and 

actual knowledge has taken the place of vague surmises. 
We know quite enough to enable us to form a clear, un- 
biased judgment. It presents itself now to northern 
minds, with almost no disguise; it challenges our ap- 
proval, and that approval we must give or withhold. 

In this great wickedness the Christians of America are 
so largely interested, as to form its chief pillar and bul- 
wark of defense. Church members in this country have 
invested more than two hundred and fifty millions of dollars 
in human flesh. Nearly seven hundred thousand im- 
mortal creatures, and they native born Americans, are 
crushed in hopeless bondage, by members of American 
churches. Now when it is remembered, that there are 
no separating lines between this Christian slave-holding, 
and slave-holding by non-professors, that whatever is 
characteristic of the system is found as elsewhere, on the 
plantations of church members, we may form a clear con- 
ception of the nature of this fearful business, in which 
church members, at the south, have invested so enormous 
a capital, and to which they have linked their interests, 
and wedded their hearts. This system of chattelism and 
brutality, of lust and concubinage, of irresponsible and 
rampant despotism, of buying and selling human beings, 
like beasts, which breeds them like brutes for the market, 
which strips a man of everything human but the form, 
and mars and defaces even that,—this system is stretched 
by southern church members, over nearly seven hundred 
thousand native born Americans. But in what relation, 
do these Christian slaveholders stand to you? 

To what churches do they belong? Many of them, 
perhaps, reader, are your own fellow church members, 
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whose claims to Christian character, you are constantly 
endorsing by fellowship and communion. The organiza- 
tions with which these slave-holders are connected, spread 
over the whole country, north as well as south, and most 
of them present} in their constitution, not an association 
of independent churches, but different congregations, com- 
posing one church, one organization. For instance, the 
Presbyterian Church is one whole, one religious corpora- 
tion; north and south, it is one and the same church, one 
and the same organization; so of every other similarly 
constituted body. A member of the Presbyterian Church, 
in the north, whether Old or New School, is also, to all 
intents and purposes, a member of that portion which lies 
in the south. It is a partnership, and some of the part- 
ners reside in the north, and others in the south, and each 
is responsible for the deeds of each. If, reader, you were 
a member of a mercantile house, or corporation, with a 
branch in New Orleans, and that branch were engaged in 
the buying and selling of human beings, would you not 
be justly held responsible, and would any protests against 
the practice deliver you, so long as you should remain a 
member of the concern? And though you should disap- 
prove and remonstrate, would you not incur personal guilt, 
if, knowing this sin of your partners, you should still be- 
stow your time and your money for the support of the 
partnership, and sustain it by your personal influence as a 
member? But the members of your chyrch partnership, 
the ecclesiastical corporation, of which you are one, are 
thus engaged in this nefarious business, and you are per- 
fectly aware of the fact. It is denied by no one. On 
what principle, then, do you escape responsibility, and 
even personal guilt, since you know the facts, and know- 
tng, withdraw not your influence? There are two ques- 
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tions, reader, for you to answer, if you are a member of 
any one of the ecclesiastical bodies to which these slave- 
holders belong. : 

You certainly are not prepared to affirm that this buy- 
ing and selling of human beings, your fellow Christians, 
full often, this setting at naught the holy marriage rela- 
tion, and the introduction of a state of society completely 
brutal, this separation of those who would be husbands 
and wives were they permitted, this tearing parents and 
children asunder, this total and forcible extinction of hu- 
manity with all its rights, privileges, and hopes; you 
surely will not declare that this is orderly, Christian 
walking, according to the example and teachings of 
Jesus? Neither will you deny that this atrocious viola- 
tion of the law and spirit of Christ, is persevered in, not- 
withstanding earnest and long continued remonstrance ; 
and that the more faithful the rebuke, the more closely 
the heart has been wedded to its sin, and the more unre- 
penting and defiant the spirit. How then do you escape 
the command of Christ, “From such withdraw thy- 
self?’’ ‘ 

What degree of covetousness is there beyond that which 

© covets not only his neighbor’s house and wife, and all that 
he hath, and takes them violently away, and adds yet to 
this the coveting and taking of the man himself? 

What grade of extortion lies hé@yond that, which wrests 
from a man everything, not even excepting himself; 
giving him in return the condition, food, raiment, shelter,. 
and privilege, only of a brute? 

If the wretch who lures around her the young and the 
innocent, that she may make merchandize of their purity 
is classed among fornicators, and condemned with them, 
though holding herself aloof, how shall they escape the 


name and the guilt, who equally for gain, allow, or worse, 
2 


18 SEPARATION FROM SIN AND SINNERS. 


encourage a system where any proper marriage is almost 
as unknown, as among the cattle of the fields? But 
from the covetous, the extortioner, and fornicators, we 
are commanded to withdraw and be separate. Remain- 
ing in the same church connection, then, with such, are 
you obeying, or honoring Christ? Again, it cannot be 
denied, that the churches which reckon two hundred and 
fifty millions of dollars worth of human beings, as a part 
of the property of their members, greatly need discipline 
and reform. Churches which have imprisoned within the 
circle of their organizations, nearly seven hundred thou- 
sand slaves, need discipline and reform. Churches which 
allow their members, without discipline or question, to buy 
and sell not only men, but Christ-men, ‘‘God’s own,” 
surely need to be disciplined and reformed, themselves. 
The experiment of remaining in them, for purposes of 
reformation, has utterly failed. Under such influence, — 
the New School Church has increased very largely its 
slave-holding membership, and its slave-holding Presby- 
teries from three to twenty, it has first lowered and modi- 
fied its tone of remonstrance, and, finally, has virtually 
closed its lips in silence—while other bodies, which once 
protested and warned, are now defending slavery from the * 
Bible itself, as a necessary, righteous, Christian institu- 
tion. All this proves the raat of God’s method of 
reform, and shows how swiftly the leaven of iniquity 
leaveneth the whole lump. Will you then, for the sake 
of the cause of Jesus, and for your own security, follow 
the guidance of unerrmg wisdom, and obey the com- 
mand, ‘‘Come out of her my people?’’ Will those who 
now remain to protest, come out and be separate, before 
themselves are leavened with the lump? Where, now, 
are thousands, who a few years since were earnest anti- 
slavery Christians, and who thought best to remain in 
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these organizations, and protest? They are completely 
leavened, and are silent, or opposed. 

How, then, can the downward course of public senti- 
ment, in the churches, be arrested and changed, unless by 
adopting the separating process which is commanded by 
God, as his method of reform, a reform, which, although 
it may fail to renovate a corrupted body, spreads its 
saving influence over society at large. 

Are not those churches leading the world astray by 
false teaching of the most fatal character, who use the 
language of the Bible to describe a Christian, saying he 
must be like Christ, anointed of the Holy Ghost, conse- 
crate, and separate from sinners, and then point to those, 
their members, who own so many hundred thousand 
slaves, as presenting a true and proper example of what 
the Word of God means, by a holy and peculiar people, 
like unto Christ, anoimted by the Holy Ghost, and having, 
therefore, spiritual resemblance to God? Is not ‘this, 
practically, a most fearful perversion of Scripture, the in- 
troduction of a standard wholly false, the destroying of 
all distinction between holiness and unholiness, between 
right and wrong, and a false and impious presentation of 
the character of Christ? Were the whole world con- 
verted to such a standard, were all as holy and happy as 
slave-holders and their victims, how much would be 
gained? Reader, if you give your influence to organiza- 
tions which teach thus, are you not through them, teach- 
ing falsely, yourself? You may teach by your money 

and influence, as really as by your tongue. 

Another, and quite as solemn a question for each, is, 
how far am I responsible for the sin of my fellow church 
members, who are holding in bondage the image of God, 
and how far am I personally guilty? It is in vain that 
theologians, and teachers in high places, pulpits, and else- 
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where, thrust this inquiry from them, by the bare asser- 
tion that they are neither responsible nor guilty; their 
mere opinions will not shield us in the hour of trial, be- 
fore an unbiassed God. Far better and safer would it be, 
to try this question by the Scriptures themselves, and 
study the principles which Christ, our Law Giver, has 
himself laid down. The language of God is, that ‘‘Js- 
rael sinned’’ in the sin of Achan, because all were mem- 
bers together of one body, one national church, and all 
were, therefore, involved. Do not, therefore, northern 
Christians, by the same rule, sin in the foul transgression 
of their co-partners at the south, members with them in 
the same body? 

While by your personal connection, your influence, and 
your money, you are helping to sustain any of these 
churches which have thus shut up nearly seven hundred 
thousand immortal creatures, in the hopeless ignorance, 
degradation, and suffering of slavery; when you do this, 
having full knowledge of the facts, can you escape the 
personal guilt of adopting this sim as your own, by taking 
it under your personal protection? Before you cast this 
from you as unworthy of your consideration, will you not 
consent to try this question by the light of reason, and 
the clear teachings of the Word of God? While re- 
maining in this connection, are you, indeed, a Christ-one, 
consecrated, and set wholly apart from sin? are you like 
Jesus, ‘separated from sinners?’’ have you withdrawn 
yourself from ‘‘such as walk disorderly ?’? Remember, 
too, that there is no plea of necessity which can avail you 
for remaining where you are, and thus giving counte- 
nance to iniquity. You are not even asked to leave your 
own denomination. There are, now, churches of almost 
every name, that are indeed separate from this sin; they 
are entirely orthodox, and sound in the faith, and you can — 
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select your own form of church polity. If, under such 
| circumstances, you choose to remain, do you not choose, 
| also, the sin with which you are ecclesiastically connected, 
and make it, by adoption, your own? Do not the times 
_ demand that your whole influence should be given to the 
right, to Christ? Do you not, for interest, or conveni- 
ence, or reputation’s sake, withhold a part of the price, 
while you voluntarily cripple yourself, by associations 
with unholiness? Can you hope to enjoy full communion 
with Christ, while you are thus bound to the corrupt and 
loathsome body of slavery? Is there not a personal re- 
sponsibility belonging to you in this matter, which you 
ought prayerfully to consider, and in regard to which 
Christ commands you to act? The wrong which Christ is 
receiving in the house of his friends, the injury which the 
church is inflicting upon his cause, is not so divided and 
diffused that no one is held accountable, but attaches itself 
to every individual of the sinning body, and each one is 
held responsible by God. 

The argument, thus far, has been conducted in refer- 
ence to churches. Its application to some other bodies 
and associations, is sufficiently manifest. 

If a missionary society employs its funds to establish 
and maintain churches, whose members hold slaves, and 
buy and sell human beings without rebuke or question, 
churches whose members may sell children away from 
their parents, without discipline or inquiry; churches 
whose members enact and enforce one of the most brutal 
slave codes to be found in all our land, who expel from 
among them a missionary if he presumes to teach a black 
man to read, or even to sing one of the songs of Zion, 
and you, reader, knowing this, bestow your money for the 
support of such society, how do you escape the guilt of 
knowingly, and voluntarily, maintaining this terrible sys- 
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tem, of comforting the slave-holder’s conscience, and 
strengthening him in his iniquity ? 

If you find another missionary society sending contin- 
ually its missionaries to churches, whose members, not 
only hold, and buy and sell the image of God, and who 
not only refuse to hear reproof, or instruction, in regard 
to their sin, but would thrust violently away from them 
any man of God who should either proclaim to them the 
truth, or presume to instruct the slave; a society which so 
preaches the Gospel as not only not to abolish slavery, 
but actually multiplies and strengthens slave-holding 
churches, and which finally declares, after all remon- 
strance, that its policy is right, and will not be abandoned; 
and if you, knowing this, still remain in connection with 
such society, or commit unto it your money to be thus 
employed, do you not bind yourself, knowingly, to this 
enormous wrong, do you not weaken the cause of Christ, 
and strengthen the kingdom of darkness, by lowering the 
standard of holiness, and giving a false tone to the piety 
of our land? i 

If you find another powerful society that overshadows 
the whole country with its influence, whose publications 
are scattered with ever increasing abundance; a society 
which assumes to itself the task of rebuking all manner 
of sin, even to the minuter transgressions of life; and if, 
in all their millions of pages not one line or word can be 
found concerning slavery, or through which it can be un- 
derstood that it is even a wrong, or an evil; and when 
the standard of piety exhibited by this society is fast be- 
coming the popular one of the land, through the millions 
of children who are being taught by it that slavery is no 
sin, because nowhere found upon their catalogue of ini- 
quities; and if you sustain such a society, and aid it in 
its work, do you not directly encourage the slave-holder to 
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persevere in his sin, and are you not aiding to instruct the 
children of America, in a false code of morals, and thus 
drawing a vail of darkness over the public conscience? 
Finally, if you find these or other associations, receiving 
from the slave-holder’s hand the price of blood and tears, 
as if it were the fruit of honest and rightful gain, do 
they not thus endorse the rightfulness of his oppression, 
lull his conscience into a false security, and harden him 
in opposition to truth? If you unite with them are you 
not a partner in this wrong? | 

Reader, slavery has one fountain of its life in every 
Christian belonging to pro-slavery organizations, or socie- 
ties of whatever name or character. Is there one of 
these well-springs found with you? If so, are you 
willing by your act to dry up this one, and thus cut off 
one source of its life, or flowing on ever from you, must 
it continue to swell the broad river of misery, irreligion, 
pollution, and death, which rises over the land, with its 
unebbing tide ? 

When God maketh inquisition for blood, and traces 
back the river to its fountains, will not the search come 
home to you? Drops form the rills, and these rills 
uniting, make at last, the wide river, whose resistless 
flow no power of man can stay, but even that will fail 
with consuming drought, and leave its channels dry, if 
each little rill would only cease to flow. 


THE END. 
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